"*1 in 3 women worldwide have experienced physical or sexual violence -- mostly by an intimate partner*[@jve19-bib-0001]. It is one of the most widespread abuses of human rights worldwide."

Aimed at healthcare professionals, this book is a very timely guide. Particularly so because, due to the intimate nature of the relationships they have with their patients, healthcare professionals are in a unique position to identify the issue, empathise with their patients and refer them for support. The book aims to provide practical help to learners early in their careers. It starts with a foreword by Sir George Alberti of the King\'s College NHS Trust and also has a concise introduction by the editors.

Chapter authors are experts in the various fields of domestic and sexual violence. They cover: the epidemiology of gender-based violence; culture and violence; domestic violence and abuse; the impact of trauma; children; sexual assault of men and boys; identifying domestic violence and abuse; community-based responses to domestic violence; sources of referral and support for domestic violence; perpetrators; general practice; emergency medicine and surgical procedures; elder abuse; the dental team; mental health services; women\'s reproductive and sexual health services; female genital mutilation; sexual violence; what to consider; rape and sexual assault; medical and psychosocial care; documenting in the notes; law and prosecuting practice in relation to serious sexual assaults and domestic violence; writing a statement as a professional witness; going to court; violation of professional boundaries; and moving forward: developing care pathways within the health service; and pursuing a career and implementing better services.

Although it covers an extensive area, the style and layout of the book make it easy for the reader to go directly to the relevant topic or area of specialty. This is particularly so as the chapters are short, clear, to the point and very practical. The use of illustrations, question-and-response style and case studies, as well as practical tips on assessment, examination, management and referral of cases, make it a comprehensive and valuable guide.

The only small weakness of the book, from my perspective, is the very basic coverage of HIV. There are sections covering testing and post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP), and a small section covering gender-based violence and links to HIV. Perhaps the authors could consider including a chapter expanding on gender-based violence, and the links to HIV, in a future edition.

All in all, this book is very well researched, expertly written and engaging. In my opinion, it is the definitive guide. I would recommend it highly to healthcare (and other) professionals in the various fields, whether well established or just starting out in their careers.
